
 

 
 

ACTS 2:1-21 
 

 

Before We Dive In: Do you speak any language other than English? If so, which one(s)? Have you ever 
been in a place where you didn’t understand the primary language? What was that experience like? 
 
Pause to read Acts 2:1-21 and watch the Scripture in Motion video that brings these verses to life. 
Let the Word speak to you before entering into the study and discussion. 
 
Opening Question: What images or moments stood out to you most, and how did they connect back to 
what you had just read in Acts 2:1-21? 
 
At the beginning of the book of Acts, the followers of Jesus had been through a great many 
experiences and feelings since their entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday through the resurrection 
of the Lord. The disciples were told by Jesus in the first chapter to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy 
Spirit. Once again, they were waiting for something new to happen. What would it be? Then it 
started with a wind. While gathered indoors, people don’t feel any kind of wind unless a window is 
open to enjoy a gentle breeze. This wind was quite different, one that was unlike anything they had 
experienced before. It was violent, severely threatening, and we must assume incredibly terrifying. 
And if this wasn’t enough, tongues of fire came to rest on each one of their heads. All while everyone 
was inside a house! Our Lord knows how to make an entrance while commanding our attention.  
This was not the first time God commanded his people’s attention in such a dramatic way. 
Throughout Scripture, God often uses powerful elements of creation to capture attention, and fire is 
one of the most striking because there’s something about it that draws the eye. Once it appears, you 
can’t help but notice it. This special element reveals, refines, gives light in the darkness, and carries a 
power that is not easily controlled. At Pentecost, the flames rested on the disciples’ heads not to 
destroy, but to declare: God was present, and he was about to act. 
 
Dive Deeper: Can you think of other moments in the Bible where God appears through fire or wind? What 
emotions or reactions do those encounters stir in the people who witness them? 
 
The miraculous events did not end there, nor were they confined to that room. As the disciples 
stepped outside, they began speaking in various languages, ones from across the known world. The 
crowd that gathered because of the loud commotion from the violent wind was soon astonished to 
hear this ordinary group of men speaking in tongues, each person understanding the message clearly 
in his or her own native speech. 
Now, if you have traveled abroad, you have likely experienced what it feels like to be surrounded by 
a language you do not understand. Simple tasks like asking for directions, ordering a meal, or 
requesting assistance suddenly require patience, creativity, and sometimes the help of a translator. 
Language shapes more than conversation; it carries cultural norms, values, and meaning. 



 

The same is true when it comes to the Gospel of Jesus. The ability to hear and understand the 
message in one’s own language removes barriers and opens the door to clarity and connection. 
Without access to spoken or written words that can be understood, engaging with the truth of who 
Jesus is becomes significantly more difficult. Language, therefore, is not merely a tool for 
communication. It is a bridge through which the Good News is shared and received. 
 
Dive Deeper: Read 1 Corinthians 9:20-22. How does this passage relate to the Pentecost story? How can 
we intentionally “speak the language” of our culture today when sharing the good news about Jesus with 
those around us?  
  
Good old Peter. His story throughout the Gospels is anything but straight and steady. He boldly 
stepped out of the boat to walk on the water with Jesus (a remarkable act of faith!) yet began to sink 
when he noticed the wind and waves. He confessed Jesus as the Christ and was given the name 
Petros, only to be sharply rebuked and called Satan soon after when he tried to steer Jesus away 
from the cross. And who could forget his painful denial of his Lord on the night of the arrest, followed 
later by his reinstatement and forgiveness by the same, now resurrected Lord after the miraculous 
catch of fish? 
Now, after all of this — the courage and confusion, the failures and restorations — Peter boldly 
stands up and, being filled with the Holy Spirit, delivers the sermon of a lifetime. Notice in the video 
the light from heaven that shines on the face of Peter as he speaks from the Old Testament book of 
Joel. He is clearly not speaking on his own! And that same power now dwells in the heart of every 
believer, strengthening the Church to proclaim Jesus and display God’s love to every nation.  
 
Dive Deeper: How does Peter’s story encourage you in your own moments of weakness, doubt, or failure? 

 
At the end of this passage, Peter quotes from the prophet Joel to explain the significance of what is 
unfolding on this extraordinary day. The Lord has indeed poured out his Spirit, but not in the way 
anyone might have expected. Rather than gifting the kings, religious authorities, or the powerful, 
God pours out his Spirit on all people: men and women, young and old, servants and free. The gift is 
not reserved for a select few but given broadly and generously. 
Yet, as we see in the video and throughout Scripture, prophecy often carries both an immediate 
fulfillment and a future horizon. Joel’s words do not speak only to the first Pentecost. They also point 
ahead to “the great and glorious day of the Lord.” There will be signs and wonders, some remarkable 
and others unsettling. As at the first Pentecost, fire makes an appearance again, but this time as a 
force that refines and makes all things new. What seems solid and unshakable like the heavenly 
bodies will be undone, turned to darkness and blood. But for believers, this is not a reason to fear. As 
Revelation reveals and as the video portrays, the Lamb who was slain now sits on the throne, and 
because of his saving work on the cross, everyone who calls on his name will be saved. Thanks be to 
God! 
 
Dive Deeper: As you read the powerful and sometimes unsettling images found across apocalyptic 
literature in Scripture, what emotions surface for you? Why do you think you respond that way? 
 
 
 



 

Discussion Questions 
 

 

1. Read Romans 6:1-4. What “Pentecost gifts” has God given you? In what ways might you use these 
gifts to share your faith with others?  
 

2. Throughout Scripture, God used powerful elements, particularly fire, to capture attention. How does 
he draw people’s attention today? Have you personally ever experienced a “Spirit-moment” when 
God clearly called to you?  
 

3. Who is included in the phrase “all people”? Can you think of a group in your culture — or even 
someone in your own life — who might be surprised to discover they are included in that promise? 
 

4. Revisit Acts 2:17-21. Why is Peter’s quotation of the prophet Joel a key part of his sermon 
introduction? How might Peter’s example shape the way we explain our faith to others today? 
 

5. Read Revelation 5. At the end of the video, we see the prophecy fulfilled in a Lamb standing on the 
throne, “looking as if it had been slain.” The Lamb lives, even though the wound was fatal. What does 
that image communicate to you? How does the rest of the chapter bring comfort and confidence? 


