JOHN 1:1-14

Before We Dive In: Where's the darkest place you’ve ever been and what do you remember most about
being in that place?

Pause to read John 1:1-14 and watch the Scripture in Motion video that brings these verses to life.
Let the Word speak to you before entering into the study and discussion.

Opening Question: What images or moments stood out to you most, and how did they connect back to
what you had just read in John 1:1-14?

John opens his Gospel not with a manger, shepherds, or angels, but with eternity itself: “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” From the very first
verse, we are brought into the mystery of the Trinity, how the Word was both with God and was
God. Before time began, before creation itself, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit existed in perfect unity.
The video opens with a purple rectangle splashing into water, calling back to Genesis 1:2, where the
Spirit of God hovered over the deep. It reminds us that Christ was there. He is eternal, divine, and
was active in all of creation.

Dive Deeper: Where else have you seen water play a role in Scripture? How does it connect with this
opening picture in John 1, where Christ is present with the Spirit in creation?

Suddenly, into this eternal story steps John the Baptist, the one sent to prepare the way. He is shown
as an orange circle, representing how he was set apart by God for a unique calling: to prepare the
way for, bear witness to, and point others toward the true Light. As John proclaims the Word in the
Jordan, the black circles on the shore are turned to orange, a striking picture of the Spirit working
through his testimony.

Dive Deeper: John is shown as an orange circle — human, yet set apart. What does it mean for you to be
“set apart” for God’s purposes in your everyday life?

Then the Word Himself appears. Once seen as a purple rectangle, Jesus now emerges from on high
as an orange circle, taking on humanity in the Incarnation and becoming one of us. As John 1:14
declares, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Or, as The Message Bible puts it: “The Word
became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.” Christ did not remain distant but
entered our world in humility, taking on a life like ours so that we might share in a life like his.

Dive Deeper: Why is it significant that Jesus didn’t stay distant but entered our world in human form?
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Yet, as John records, “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.” In the
video, black dots swarm the orange circle, covering Him with their sin, rejecting and overwhelming
Him. Our sin is what brought Christ to take on the suffering, punishment, and death we could not
bear ourselves. Yet, as we read in 2 Corinthians 5:15, Christ died for all that we might now live, not
for ourselves, but for Him who died and rose again. This is beautifully represented by a few dots
emerging from the black background as orange dots. Christ not only saves us from sin but also sets
us apart for the work of the Father, to live for Him and to carry the Good News of Christ into the
world.

Dive Deeper: Read 2 Corinthians 5:15. What does Paul mean when he says we “no longer live for
ourselves but for Him”? Why is it important that salvation is not just freedom from sin but also a call to
live for Christ?

Finally, the Gospel story reaches its climax as the stone is rolled away and a new form appears: an
orange rectangle. It is the combination of the two forms of Jesus we previously saw, representing
Christ still fully human like us, yet now risen, victorious, highly exalted, and, as described in
Philippians 2:9, in his rightful place at God’s right hand.

But the story does not end there. The orange rectangle scales down to be with his people and, as this
happens, the black background transforms back into the purple we saw at the beginning of the video.
This is a foretaste of what has been promised, what is yet to come. It’s a reminder of the promise of
his return, when God will dwell with us, his people, and all of heaven and earth will be made new.

Dive Deeper: In what ways does it matter that Jesus is still in his humanity and is also seated at the right
hand of the Father?

=t
- Scriplure IN MOTION



Discussion Questions

1. John begins his Gospel with “In the beginning was the Word.” What does this tell us about who Jesus
is? How does it shape your understanding of Jesus?

2. John calls Jesus the Light that shines in the darkness. Where do you see darkness in the world or
where have you experienced it in your own life? How does Christ’s Light give hope in those places?

3. Inverse 10 we read that the world didn’t recognize Jesus, even though He made it. How do people
not recognize Jesus today? What things have sometimes kept you from seeing Him clearly?

4. John says Jesus came “full of grace and truth.” Why do you think John highlights those two qualities
together, and how do you see them at work both in Jesus’ ministry and in your own life today?

5. Verse 12 promises that those who receive Him become children of God. What do you think it means
to have that kind of identity, and how does it shape the way you live?
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