
 

 
 

John 14:15-21 
 

Before We Dive In: What is the closest relationship you have in your life and how did that relationship 
grow to be close? How has that relationship affected who you are and what you do? 
 
Pause to read John 14:15-21 and watch the Scripture in Motion video that brings these verses to 
life. Let the Word speak to you before entering into the study and discussion. 
 
Opening Question: What images or moments stood out to you most, and how did they connect back to 
what you had just read in John 14:15-21? 
 
This section of the New Testament is one of the closest “snapshots” to the life that Jesus shared with 
his disciples during the three years of his earthly ministry. The words recorded in John 13-17 occur 
on what we celebrate today as “Maundy Thursday.” On that night, Jesus shares an intimate evening 
with his disciples as they share in not only the Passover feast, but their Last Supper together. This is 
truly one of the most pivotal and powerful moments in the entire ministry of Jesus. On that night, 
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet, confronts his betrayer, presents his most thorough teaching (and 
promise!) on the Holy Spirit, gives the powerful imagery of our lives as branches connected to the 
vine, breaks the bread, pours the wine, institutes this beautiful sacrament, and allows us to listen in 
on his high priestly prayer. What a night — yet, there’s more! “Maundy” comes from the Latin word 
“mandatum,” where we get our English word “mandate.” In John 13:34-35, Jesus issues a new 
commandment: love one another. “As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this, 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” At the front end of our 
passage, he extends this commandment to include loving him and obeying his commands. At the 
same time, Jesus doesn’t leave us as “orphans.” He’s present with us and, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, resides in us.    

 
Dive Deeper: Verse 15 starts by using the word, “if,” connecting two ideas where one event is dependent 
on another. In this case, obedience to Jesus is linked to love of Jesus. How do we love Jesus? What does 
that look like in the reality of our lives?  
 
The context of this section is Jesus announcing his imminent departure. In response to the disciples’ 
unsurprising disapproval, Jesus promises not to abandon them but to come to them again in the 
person of the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit. This Greek word translated, “Counsellor” or “Helper” is the 
word “Paraklētos.” It is found only five times total, all in John’s writings, where he consistently 
denotes the Holy Spirit sent to be with the disciples after Jesus’ return to the Father. During the 
entirety of the high priestly prayer, Jesus describes what the Spirit is being sent to do: advocate for 
believers, testify in favor of Jesus over a hostile world, bring comfort after Jesus’ departure, teach all 
believers, convince the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, and guide the disciples into all 
truth, telling them about things to come. It is understandable, then, that this Greek word has been 



 

variously translated as comforter, teacher, advocate, counsellor, helper and guide. None of these terms 
on its own satisfactorily represents all the functions of the paraklētos, and for that reason, some 
prefer to leave it untranslated, using an anglicized form, ‘Paraclete’. 

 
Dive Deeper: Read John 14:16, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7 and 1 John 2:1. List the ways Jesus describes the Holy 
Spirit. Which of these roles stand out most to you in your current season of life, and why? 
 
Jesus prefaced his promise of the Counsellor by saying, “If you love Me, you will obey what I 
command.” Love for Jesus is not sentimental but is expressed by action, responding to all he taught 
with faith and obedience. In the Old Testament, the first five books are often called the “Torah,” 
which is commonly referred to as the “Law,” but the more accurate translation is the “Teachings.” In 
the same way, Jesus’ teachings here in John should not be seen as a new Law, but rather God’s 
design for life which people ought to accept and obey. And if we recognize that, through his death 
and resurrection, the climax of the gospel is Jesus’s enthronement as Lord and King, then our faith 
response is predominately about allegiance to him. In this manner, our faith has three primary 
elements: a gracious gift we receive, a mental affirmation to Jesus’ Lordship, and an enacted loyalty 
to the King through our obedience. 
 
Dive Deeper: Many people today resist the idea of obedience because they associate it with oppression, 
abuse, or loss of freedom. Yet Jesus calls his followers to not only trust him, but obey him. How is obeying 
Jesus directly contrary to all that the culture wants us to believe?   
 
The impartation and gift of the Holy Spirit on the disciples transformed a frightened, hesitant group 
huddled in an upper room into a force that literally blasted them around the city, around the country, 
and ultimately, around the world. The Holy Spirit is given to each of us for that same reason. The 
presence of Jesus in us launches us into our world, shining the presence of Jesus, and living out and 
preaching boldly the power of the Gospel. The Holy Spirit lives in us not simply so that we can feel 
the presence of God when we personally need him most, but it is also the power behind the mission 
of God in our time. Experiencing the Holy Spirit isn’t about bizarre behavior or even more passionate 
belief, but it is the power behind knowing and obeying the commands of the Lord Jesus. How 
desperately we need balance in the church! Making too much of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit can 
lead to detached spiritualism or mysticism, yet making too little of him can lead to cold legalism or a 
sense of abandonment. Only the balance can lead to a unity of faith, closeness to Christ, as a 
renewed commitment to join Jesus in his redemptive mission to the world he loves.  
 
Dive Deeper: A worship hymn entitled, “Because He Lives” has a chorus that goes like this: “Because he 
lives, I can face tomorrow; because he lives, all fears are gone.” Perhaps the idea for the lyrics had its birth 
in John 14. How did the presence of Jesus through His Spirit enable the disciples to face all that they 
would face in their lives? How has that been true in your life?  

 
 

  



 

Discussion Questions 
 

 

1. These words of Jesus are some of the final words he shares with his disciples before he heads to his 
death on the cross. If you knew you were going to die tomorrow, what might be some of your parting 
words to your family, closest friends, or even children? 
 

2. Have you ever felt “as an orphan,” alone, or abandoned, especially by God? During those times, how 
has Jesus shown Himself to be present with you? 
 

3. Jesus Himself stressed that those who love him are those who obey his commandments. That means, 
as we discussed above, that our response to his teachings is through our obedience. How is 
obedience an act of faith? 
 

4. Many of us have grown in our understanding of the Holy Spirit over time. Looking back, how has your 
understanding changed, and what questions or curiosities about the Holy Spirit do you still wrestle 
with today? 
 

5. Where do you see the work of the Holy Spirit most clearly in your own life or in your church? How 
might God be calling you to participate more deeply in his mission? 


